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"OQ THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
EXCOMMUNICATION OF MRS. MATHEWSON. 
Mr. Fitz—We send you the within letter, hoping 

that you may see fit to give it a place in your Herald; 
and such comments as you may think proper. In 
the summer of 1823, this Jady lost her husband. 


Her daughter at the same time, lay at the point of 


death. The Baptist members came in to console 
her. She for the first time declared to them her faith. 
The alarm gun was now fired. She was soon after 
called before the Baptist church for heresy. They 
accused her of being a backslider and a heretic. 
She then told them her experience and belief, in 
tears, charity, and love. One observed, [f you die 
in your sins, where I go ye cannot come. She was 
asked, what it meant? She attempted to give an 
answer ; but they interrupted her, by saying, This is 
no place for argument. Another observed, If the 
righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the wicked 
and ungodly sinner appear? She again attempted 
to reply, but was again interrupted, by observing, 
This is no place for argument. The blasphemy 
against the Holy Ghost was next presented; she 
received the same treatment; and then sat down in 
tears. In consequence of such treatment, she was 
induced to write to them her mind. The letter, of 
which the following is a correct copy, was sent to 
them, and was read, since which they have excom- 
municated her, without any other accusation than 
her believing in the salvation of all men. Her cha- 
racter in every other respect is unimpeachable. 
They were loath to give her up, they made her fre- 
quent visits, the general salutations were, “ All men 
will be saved. Dhiunkards, thieves, murderers, 
whoremongers, are all brethren.” A Baptist preach- 
er of this town, by the name of James Sly, was 
asked by this lady, what he thought of her belief? 
He replied, “J think it is an awful thing—and that 
the devil had shot his last bolt.” We, the subscri- 
bers, hope these things will not escape your notice, 
as we hope they may receive the just recompense 
of their reward. Dated at Shaftsbury, Vermont, 
Feb. 22, 1824. 
JEREMIAH ODEL, 
RUPUS MILLINGTON, GREEN BLACHMER, 
JORL STRATTON, OTIS HAYWARD. 
Shaftsbury, ( Vt.) Jan. 26, 1824. 

My dear brethren and sisters—It is with the great- 
est sorrow and regret that I now write the follow- 
ing address to you, that must consequently exclude 
me from your fellowship and society. But the ex- 
ercises of my mind drives me to these painful 
scenes of my natural feelings; although the senti- 
ment that I now embrace, carries my mind bevond 





allearthly societies, finding the blest Redeemer to 
be “a friend that sticketh closer than a brother.” 
Notwithstanding my iover and friend is called from 
my embraces, and my brethren and sisters turn from 
me as from an heretic; yet, “in the Lord have I 
righteousness and strength :” there I feel to cast all 
my sorrows and burdens, that I pass through in this 
chequered scene of life, which are not few nor 
small. 

True, my brethren, I have called on the dear Sa- 
viour of the woild to plead my cause, that I might 
ever be suitably prepared to meet every scene ot 
life, both spiritual and temporal, and that my mind 
might ever be directed to all truth, and that | 
might ever have right views of the holy Scriptures, 
that I might not be deceived. This has been the 
desiie of my heart ever since I first experienced the 
love of God in my soul, which was in the year 1799; 
which I strove hard to obtain by my own works ; 
but I found I could not: I was obliged to fall into 
the hands of the blest Redeemer, wretch, as I was, 
for I could do nothing of myself to merit salvation. 
Then the love of Jesus flowed into my soul, and at 
that time I sawa fulness in Christ for the whole 
human family, and thought I could myself convince 
my fellow youth of the realities of a Saviour; but, 
alas! I found myself mistaken. 

Soon after this, I went to live with a Baptist 
minister, and in conversation told him, that I 
thought there was a fulness in Christ for the whole 
human family; but the answer he made me was 
this: “True, it seems, when the love of God first 
flows into any one’s soul, they think there is a suff- 
ciency for the whole race of Adam; but, alas! dear 
sister, you will find yourself mistaken. I can soon 
convince you, and tell you what is right.” As he 
was a strong Calvinist, he quoted a number of pas- 
sages Which he thought were the strongest on that 
principle. The first was this: “ Hath not the Pot- 
ter power over the clay, to make one vessel to 
honour and another to dishonour?” And explain- 
ing a great number of passages fully on the Calvin 
ist sentiment, which soon convinced me that I was 
wrong, and he was right; this greatly confused my 
mind. Although I believed it was true, still, when 
I came to look on the human family, and think that 
a part of them were to be doomed to endless wo and 
misery, it caused great grief to rest on my mind, 
although I fully believed it was so, and for this sen- 
timent I earnestly contended many years. But at 
last my mind was violently exercised again, by the 
death of one of my brothers, which, if my sentiment 
be trne, doomed him to remediless wo, as he ha@ 
left no convincing proof of obtaining happiness. 
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At this time I undertook reading the Scriptures 
for myself, to see whether my sentiment was agree- 
able to the word of God or not. This principle was 
so grafted in my mind that I could not give it up. 
But often looking upon my tender infants, thinking 
they might be doomed to endless wo and misery, 
which caused my blood almost to chill in my veins; 
but in reviewing the exercises of my mind, when I 
was under the influences of the Holy Spirit of God, 
in prayer and supplication “for all men to come 
unto the knowledge of the truth,” then reflecting 
why imy mind should be so exercised if it was con- 
trary to the will of God, I could not tell. Being 
sensible that I had received a small drop of love 
from the fountain of all good, and im consequence 
of these perpetual reflections and researches after 
truth, and long deliberations, I was led to the follow- 
ing premises: 

That there is one infinite and immutable God: 
this no reasonable person nor society will pretend 
to deny, (for | cannot believe in a limited God) this 
the works of creation alone demonstrate; and not 
only they, but the Holy Scriptures do testify to the 
same. Now to infer from such premises, that God, 
who is declared to be love, has, from or before the 
world sprang from non-existence, by his immutable 
decrees doomed a part of his intelligent creation to 
unceasing and the most excrutiating torture, for 
crimes that were decreed they should do, is unre- 
concileable to reason and the oracles of God; and 
for me, (for I mean to be an honest person) there- 
fore, L came to this conclusion, that God being infi- 
nite, possessed wisdom to plan, and power to ere- 
cute; for he has declared, that “he worketh all 
things after the counsel of his own will.” And 
finding it recorded in the sacred volume, that it 
“is his will that all men should be saved and come 
to the knowledge of the truth ;” [ must believe in 
the salvation of all men finally, or else his will must 
be revoked, and his infinity cease to be. Further- 
more, itis declared in the Scriptures, “The ran- 
some was for all men, to be testified in due time.” 
And likewise Paul declares, that “Christ tasted 
death for every man,” and will this be ineflectual ¢ 
It is declared, when speaking of the dissolution of 
this mortal system, that “the body returns to dust, 
aml the spirit to God who gave it;” and it is added, 
that Christ in his prayer tothe Father hath de- 
clared, that as “the Father hath given him power 
over ali flesh that he should give eternal life to as 
many as thou has given him.” Brethren, should it 
be asked, How many are given him? It is answered, 
“God, who at sundry tines and in divers man- 
ners, spake in times past unto the fathers by the 
prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by 
his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, 
by whom also be iuade the worlds.” Sisters, should 
further evidence be asked, I will appeal to the ora- 
cles of Divine truth; God, by the prophet Ezekiel 
hath declared, “ .4l souls are mine.” Christ to the 
Pativer sayeth, “dil thine are mine, and mine are 
thine:’’ The Father sayeth, “ Ask of me, and I will 
give the heathen thine inheritance, and the utter- 
most parts of the earth thy possession.” 





Brethren and sisters, Am I, for believing all thes. 
united testimonies, to be called a heretic? Am | y, 
be set at naught, and be called a fool, for believing 
the “restitution of all things, which God hath Spo- 
ken by the mouth of all bis holy prophets since the 
world began 7” Am I to be calumniated and called 
a backslider, for believing that “ Jesus Christ is the 
propitiation for our sins, and not for ours onty, bu 
also for the sins of the whole world?” 1 believe thar 
God hath a will, and that will is not to be deter. 


, 


mined by men; for “he worketh all things after the 
counsel of his own will.” I believe, also, there js 4 
mystery in his will, and the apostle Paul informs ys 
what itis; “Having made known unto us the mys. 
tery of his will according to his good pleasure, which 
he hath purposed in himself, that in the dispensa. 
tion of the fulness of times he might gather to- 
gether in one all things in Christ, both which are 
in heaven and on earth even in him.” Brethren 
and sisters, ask yourselves the question, Do you, 
with the apostles, believe in the fulness of times: 
Let your consciences answer. Again, it is added, 
that “ God will have all men to be saved and come 
unto the knowledge of the truth: for there is on: 
God and one Mediator between God and man. thy 
man Christ Jesus who gave himself a ransom for all, 
to be testified in due time.” Dear brethren and 
sisters, | have received admonitions from this church, 
both by word and by letter, accusing me of heresy, 
and accompanied with a passage of scripture which 
was once repeated to me in this church, after de- 
claing my sentiment; of which I attempted to 
give an explanation, but was prohibited, and told 
there was no lime for argument; and in conse- 
quence of being prohibited my explanation at that 
time, I feel it incumbent on me to give you my 
opinion of the passage in writing: the words are 
these ; “If you die in your sins, where I go ye can- 
not come.”* Now in order to give the true mean- 
ing of this passage of scripture, I shall quote to you 
the following, fiom John xiii. $3. “ Little children, 
vet a litde while I am with you, ye shall seek me, 
und as I said unto the Jews, whither I go ye cannot 
come; so now I say to you.” And in the 36th verse, 
“Simon Peter said unto him, Lord, whither goest 
thou? Jesus answered him, Whither I go, thou 
canst not follow me nov, but thou shalt follow me 
afterward.” These words are direct in point, to 
prove that the apostles, as well as the unbelieving 
Jews, could not follow Christ then; but that they 
should follow him hereafter. Christ told the Jews, 
“Behold, your house is left unto you desolate ;” 
and then adds, “for I say unto you, Ye shall not see 
me henceforth till ye shall say, Blessed is he that 
cometh in the name of the Lord.” Fow further 
proof of the restoration of that part of Israel, that 
was broken off through unbelief, I request you all 
to read the eleventh chapter of Romans, for it is 
there declared, that “ al! should be saved.” 

I have only stated a very small part uf the trial of 
my mind on the change of my sentiment; being 
afraid of wearying your patience. But if you would 





* There is no such passage. Probably John viii, 21. 
intended. Ed 








fen 





GOSPEL HERALD. 347 





wish for further experience on the subject, if the 
Lord will, I will endeavour to give a full explana- 
tion hereafter ; if my mind should continue to be 
under the same exercise that it now is. But, dear 
brethren and sisters, if I should see my former sen- 
timent to be true, I never can confess but what my 
heart and soul were sincere in writing this letter 
to you. 

Now, with a short address, I will conclude. Dear 
brethren and sisters, although there is a separating 
line drawn between us here on this earthly ball, yet 
I feel, when Christ gathers together the sinful race 
of man, that I shall strike those heavenly notes, the 
song of praise and adoration to the Lord that liveth 
for ever and ever, together with you and the remain- 
ing souls which he has made. Lest [ should weary 
your patience, I will conclude with hallelujah to 
Giod in the highest, peace on earth, and good will 


to men. 
“Ts there ambition in my heart ? 
Search, gracious God, and see. 
Or do T act a haughty part ? 
» Lord, L appeal to thee.” 


MARY MATHEWSON. 

Note—in reply to the suggestion of our brethren, 
to offer comments, &c. on the above; we trust we 
shall be permitted to say, that the letter of our sis- 
ter to the church, who excommunicated her for be- 
lieving the truth, is sufficient of itself. The bru- 
tality, (for it deserves no better name,) of some of 
the members of the church, is to be lamented; for 
it indicates a want 6f common civility, to say no- 
thing of Christianity. ED. GOS. HER. 

ii 
From the (Va. Buffaloe) Chris. Baptist. 
MONRY, 

I think, may be considered not merely as the 
bond of union in popular establishments, but it 
tsreally the rock on which the popular churches 
are built. Before church union is proposed, the 
grand point to ascertain is, are we able to support 
achurch ? Before we give a “call,” let us see, says 
the prudent saint, what we can “makeup.” A 
meeting is called; the question is put, “ How much 
will you give ?” It goes round—each man writes 
his name or makes his mark. A handsome sum is 
subscribed. A petition is sametimes presented to 
the legistature for an act of incorporation, to con- 
firm their union, and to empower them to raise, by 
the civil law or the arm of power, the stipulated 
sum. All is now secure. Tlie church is founded 
upon this rock. It goes into operation. The parson 
comes. Their social prayers, praises, sacraments, 
sermons and fasts, commence—every thing is put 
into requisition. But what was the primum mobile ? 
What the moving cause ? Money. As proof of this, 
let the congregation decrease by emigration or 
death ; the money fails; the parson takes a mission- 
ary tour; he obtains a louder “call ;” he removes. 
Money failed is the cause—and when this current 
freezes, social prayers, praises, “ sacraments,” ser- 
mons, and congregational feasts, all cease. Money, 
the foundation is destroyed, and down comes the 
superstructure raised upon it. Reader, is not this 


sis of the modern religious establishments? It begins 
with money—it goes on with money—it ends when 
money fails. The church of Jesus Christ is founded 
upon another basis, nourished by other means, is 
not dissolved by such causes, and will survive all 
the mines of Peru, all the gold of Ophir. The mo- 
dern clergy say they do not preach for money. 
Very well. Let the people pay them none, and they 
will have as much of their preaching still. Besides 
there will be no suspicion of their veracity. 
—>___- 

From the (Philadelphia) Reformer. 
GERMANTOWN MISSIONARY PRAYER MEETINGS 
AND GIFTS. 

Mr. Reformer—I was last night a hearer, in Ger- 
mantown, of one of those Missionary Sermons, 
called in one of your numbers, “ Milking of the 
Goats.” The result is, that there is hereafter to be 
a monthly concert of prayer for missions, and above 
all, for casting our mites into the treasury. Our 
obligations to these things are deduced from the 
text, “ Arise, shine, thy light is come.” 

I thought, with the speaker, that it would indeed 
be a time of glory to the church, when we should 
all come with one heart to give our aid to sending 
the Gospel to every dark corner of the habitable 
globe; and I felt a consciousness it was a compara- 
tively easy affair for all good men, possessing the 
life of God in the soul, wherever they went into 
heathen climes, to teach the knowledge of God and 
his Christ. But great objections I felt to the man- 
ner in which all the present erpensive efforts to 
evangelize the heathen are conducted. Knowing 
how genteelly they were generally provided for, 
with their provisions for wives, children, and ser- 
vants, i could not but feel my mind rejecting the 
continued appeal to our feelings and sympathies, 
for their alleged deprivations and sufferings, in 
leaving fathers and mothers, and the comforts of 
home and civilization, for the sake of the Gospel. 1 
could not but remember how many young men of 
our village were actually in distant lands, without 
money and without patronage, voluntarily submit- 
ting to their deprivations for the ordinary hope of 
gain. I thought that even in the same ships which 
wafted the missionaries comfortably, in well pro- 
vided cabins, there were our relatives, common sea- 
men before the mast, living on coarser fare, and 
habited in rougher garments, buffeting the ele- 
ments, while the missionary family were soundly 
wrapt in sleep. 

While preachers so vehemently exhort us to th 
duty of “forsaking all for the gospel’s sake,” ani 
do so little of self-denial themselves, it reminds m« 
of the Pharisees of old, who bound heavy burthens 
on others, while they themselves would not move 
them with one of their fingers. Iam a friend to 
evangelizing the world by missionaries—but not 
such as now so ardently press into the service. 1 
want to see them, themselves, “hate (or forsake) 
father and mother, and wife and children, for the 
gospel’s sake,” as St. Luke xiv. 26-32, expresses it. 
Let them once go abroad without wives and chi!- 








tie fact? And dare you say that money is not the ba- 





dren, (thus showing at least some of the selfdenial 
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they preach) and I will give my aid cheerfully, as I 
formerly did, ull I saw these squanderings, and the 
ilins of the church lost in the transportation of wo- 
men, and children, and servants ! Look into any mis- 
sionary accounts you will, and see the sims disst- 
pated for these unmissionary purposes! How often 
do we see the whole expedition broken up, and dou- 
ble expenses incurred for the return of the mission- 
ary family, because of the sickness of the wife, or 
some of the children. How often, too, are we taxed 
with the ehildren’s education, (far above our chil- 
dren who contribute) who, because of the death of 
the father or the mother, are sent to us from Africa, 
from India, or from the Pacific! When TI witness 
such waste of what the pious give solely for mis- 
sionary labours, | can’t but say, How can permanent 
Do we not see that these families, pre- 
vent true missionaries from occupying their places ? 
And could we not send ten missionaries where we 


o 
cood ensue ? 


now send one, if this expensive appendage of mis- 
sionary indulgence were not annexed? Are these 
indeed self-denying men, who yet have not spirilu- 
ality enough of person, to be measurably dead to 
such sensual affections as thus eat up and devour the 
widows’ mites, and the alms of the church?— 
Finally, | wonder, I deeply wonder, that mission- 
aries themselves should not, in some moments of 
consideration, feel compunctions at seeing how 
their families were absorbing the hard collected 
dollars of the people! I am pained at their apathy! 
May God speedily endow his spiritual followers 
with a better spirit! or when more of common sense 
prevails, the name of missionary will become sy- 
nonymous with extorlioner. BEREAN. 
_— > 
THE WISE MAN’S CHOICE. 
“ Choose you this day whom ye will serve.” 
Joshua xxiv. 15. 

Mankind are always choosing or refusing. ‘That 
is, acting as they ave acted upon. If men have 
“ God in all their thoughts,” they will always act 
in reference to his commands, and their duty to 
their fellows. If God is only in, some of their 
thoughts, they will sometimes act in reference to 
God, &c. And if “ God is not in all their thoughts,” 
they will not, at any time, conduct in the love and 
fear of God. Men, therefore, will choose to serve 
God, in the proportion that God is in their thoughts. 
Or they will serve the world, and the desires there- 
of, in proportion as the world is in their thoughts. 
Reader, it may be unpleasant, but as you are a par- 
ty concerned, suppose you were to institute the in- 
quiry for youself; and examine what is in your 
thoughts, God, or the world ? God’s purpose, which 
has the good of all for its object; or the world’s 
goods and honours, which are incompatible with the 
good of all, and have a part only for the object of 
pursuit. Reader, “ Choose you this day whom ye 
will serve.” Please to remember, that with all your 
professions to the contrary, you choose the world, 
and not God, whenever you obey the world instead 
of God. 

Mankind deceive themselves grossly. Preten- 
sions are mere chaff; and only calculated to impese 








upon children, or those who are willing to eceme 
partners in iniquity, and to share the profits of th. 
business. Tell me of your devotedness to God, 
His cause, and of your religion and piety, and | 
will tell you of the God you worship, and show the 
mammon of this world to be uppermost in your 
choice, when you prefer the honour, the popularity, 
the riches, and varied goods of time and sense, to 
the commands of him who went about doing good. 
who gave even his life for his enemies. Show me 
the man, who will devote one half as much to his 
God, as he sacrifices to his pride ; and I will show 
you a sinner, who, with all his imperfections, js j, 
this day of general declension, almost good enough 
for a pattern for his fellows. 

How long, how hard, are the struggles of men for 
riches, for power, for popularity, for a little pre- 
eminence over their fellows! What sacrifices are 
made! Whenaman chooses to serve the world, the 
devil, or, what is the same thing, himself, in oppo- 
sition to the general good in conformity to God's 
command, it may rain or shine, blow high or blow 
low—he will, to use a vulgar phrase, “ go through 
thiek and thin,” early and late, to effect a purpose 
which will torment him heartily for his pains. One 
half the expense and trouble in the good cause of 
God and humanity, would sweeten his reflections, 
and be like marrow to his bones. Alas! God 
promises fair, every one must acknowledge this. 
and if mankind were not such infidels, if they would 
trust and confide in Him, they would choose to 
serve Him, and not the world, the flesh, and the 
Devil. 

The tongue is a wonderful member, and will 
promise to go, and will expatiate upon the advan- 
tages of working, in the vineyard of the Lord. Bur 
the man goes not. There are so many vineyards 
besidés, that a man cannot work in all, at one and 
the same time ; and where credit must be given for 
the labour, men choose to serve the world in the 
vineyard of honour or profit ; because God is a poor 
paymaster. Surely this is your conclusion ; or you 
would work for Him. 

What is the great bustle about, that we see inthe 
world? Fine houses, equipage and furniture.— 
Serving the Lorp, to be sure. God commands 
us to do these things. Our honourable living and 
fame, proves us to be the meek and humble follow- 
ers of the lowly Jesus. If this were true, it would 
be praise worthy. But we doubt it. Surely a man 
can be a good christian, without descending to the 
level of Christ’s humility, or despising the allure- 
ments of the world, as he despised them. Why, 
friend, times have altered. So it appears. Lamenta 
bly altered, when religion consists in words, au 
men will sacrifice to pride and petulance, a hun 
dred times as much as to truth and humanity. 

An excuse, well framed, and persisted in, 1s“ 
good asa duty performed. At least it would seem 
so, from the readiness of men to excuse themselves 
from doing those things which they acknowledge 
necessary and beneficial, and which they are able to 
perform. Is not this a distinguishing trait of chris- 
tian character? Did got Christ frame excuses, an? 
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cay, If I do so, why men will say so and so; or I 
a suffer, &c. &e. ? If he did, we do not know it. 
Did not Christ uniformly study to recommend him- 
self to mankind, and to avoid every thing that would 
uyure his popularity? No. Christ never was a 
timeserver. What a pity ‘tis, men cannot serve God 
and the devil at the same time ? What an accom- 
modation it would be? Alas! Well, there is good 
company. Itis all the fashion to serve the world. 
‘Tis only now and then you may be troubled by 
some despicable fellow, not worth a sixpence, per- 
chance as great an offscouring of the earth, as was 
Paul and his compeers of old. Money makes the 
man. Pope said “worth.” The same thing, dif- 
ferently expressed, for there is not any thing of 
“worth,” money excepted. Therefore, men choose 
money, and they will serve the purposes of money. 

Yet alittle while, and the places that now know 
us, shall know us no more for ever. Ah, well, this 
may be the case, and the money, the thing called 
honour—It will gild your coffin, and lengthen the 
funeral procession. Besides, it will sooth a dying 
jour, to reflect, that while others have squandered 
their substance in doing good, you have saved the 
treasure, and can take it all, safe and sound, with 
you, into another world. If this could be done, there 
would be some excuse. What is a man’s own ap- 
probation, a sense of well-doing, compared to the 
tame of public approbation? Is not “a good name 
rather to be chosen than riches?” and when we 
can have both, it is better still. Query. Is it the 
same thing, fora man to possess a good name, and 
to be called by a good name, by a popular faction ? 
Chiist had a good name. He deserved it. The 
execration of the universe could not alter it. The 
man who can feel eiated, and make sacrifices, in the 
face of greater duties, to obtain the applause of the 
world, may rest assured, that he will eventually ob- 
tain a name as good as he deserves, and none better. 

“Choose you this day whom you will serve.” 
The gods of the world are around you. There is 
no middle course. “ Ye cannot serve God and 
mammon.” If you value the applause and opinion 
of the world, be honest, in your idolatry, and no 
longer profess to serve that God, whose counsel 
you despise, and whose reproof you will have none 
of. Be “cold or hot.” If you are “luke warm,” 
you will be spued outof Christ’s mouth. A middle 
course is out of the question. If yo. will save your 
life, step over on the other side. If you will lose 
your life, for Christ’s sake, step into the ranks, and 
keep there. If you are afraid of losing your reputa- 
tion, in the cause of the truth, teuch not the armour, 
not pollute the sacred helmet. “ Like master, like 
man.” Christ “made himself of no reputation.” 
If you will keep your reputation, in the world’s 
opinion, choose the world, and not risk so valuable 
acommodity to the keeping of your Maker. Be 
not disgraced as Christ was. He “overcome the 
world.” If your undertake this conquest, your re- 
putation may suffer, and your honour lie in the 
dust. 

The wise man will be counselled; he will not 
despise the reproof. He will choose. His choice 





once made, honour, popularity, fame, riches, every 
thing this world calls good and great, will in vain 
be presented to draw him away from the great ob- 
ject of his Saviour and hisJudge. And if he is 


moved by a sincere Spirit, like that which dwelt in 


Jesus, honour and riches will be as little wanting to 


keep him in the field, as to bring him into it. His 
eye will be fixed on the cross. His heart, strength- 
ened by the God of Jacob, will stand firm, whether 
the wosld smiles or frowns. It will never be asked, 
by him, What will men say ? What will be the con- 
sequence to me, if I do thus? But, with a mind en- 
lightened by the wisdom, and a heart warmed with 


the love which is from above, he will not turn to the 


right hand nor to the left ; but move steadily on, in 
defiance of scorn, contumely, poverty, imprison- 
ment, and death. 
—p>-—— 
From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 
BALFOUR’S INQUIRY. 

A work with this title has just been issued from 
the press of George Davidson, Charlestown. It is 
a large octavo volume of 448 pages, and is very 
handsomely printed upon good paper. The writer 


of this article, in the little leisure time which has 


been allotted him since the work came out, has pe- 
rused it, with a high degree of pleasure and profit. 


The path in which the writer has travelled has not 


received the impress of frequent footsteps. It is in 
many respects new; and this gives it additional 
interest. 

It appears by the accouft the author has hereto. 
fore given, that he was first led to doubt the truth 
of the doctrine of endless misery, by reading Pro- 
fessor Stuart’s Letters to Mr. (now Dr.) Channing 
Mr. Balfour was much esteemed by his orthodox 
brethren; and it would be strange if there were 
not some things, which would have prevailed over 
a man of flexible principles, to excite a prejudice in 
favour of the doctrine of endless misery. The fol- 
lowing extract from his work will be appropriate in 
this place. “ How far I am correct,” says he, “ my 
readers must judge for themselves. I hope they 
will, on the one hand, guard against receiving my 
error, if it be one, and on the other, beware of re- 
jecting ny view, if true, from prejudices of eduea- 
tion. Under the influences of these prejudices, 1 
began to examine this subject, and have been obli- 
ged to relinquish my former views of Gehenna, 
from the force of the evidence I have already stated, 
and which I have yet to adduce on this subject.” 
We liere see what we seldom see—a man of Jearn- 
ing, piety, and respectability, surrounded by his 
orthodox friends, with whom he had formed the 
most endearing associations, and whose affection 
for him, we trust, has not decreased; we see this 
man brought to doubt the truth of a doctrine he has 
advocated for years. And we see him sit down with 
the determination of knowing, if possible, whether 
he has long advocated truth or falsehood. Every 
thing conspires to induce him to give every argu- 
ment brought in defence of the doctrine of punish- 
ment in the future state its greatest weight; and 
allow no argument in favour of the opposite doc 
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‘rine more influence upon his mind, than it justly 


deserved. We see his prejudices in array against 
him. He says, in a communication to a corres- 
pondent published before the Inquiry, “ I had form- 
erly believed that Universal Salvation was a very 
pernicious error: Until I, therefore, had seen suffi- 
cient evidence to convince me, that I was mistaken, 
it would ill become a candid inquirer after Truth, 
not to use all proper means to avoid (believing) it.” 
“On the other hand,” says he, “I was not using 
means merely to avoid this, if it was an error, but 
was also using means to ascertain if this might not 
be true; and that | had formerly been mistaken.” 
We have seen this man’s prejudices run so high, as 
to induce him to say, “ J fear that if Lam an honest 
man, I must be an Universalist.” After all, we have 
seen him pursue his inquiry until he was convinced 
that the doctrine he had before advocated was false. 
But now comes what would have been the bitterest 
part for some people, he avows his convictions to 
his congregation and the world. He savs in the 
Inquiry, after having written at length concerning 
Matt. x. 28, and given his reasons for nat believing 
that by Gehenna was meant a place of misery in 
the future state, “with such weight of evidence 
pressing on my mind, how could I do otherwise 
than honestly avow the eonvictions which this evi- 
dence has produced, without violating my con- 
science, and forfeiting all claims to an honest- 
minded man ?” 

We here have an instance of what the force of 
evidence will do with a man of principle. Who 
will not say that Mr. Balfour began his Inquiry 
under circumstances disadvantageous to Universal- 
ism? Who will say that he believed without evi- 
dence ? Who can say that he did not give every 
objection to it the fullest consideration, and every 
argument against it its greatest weight? No pe- 
cuniary views could have the least influence to 
make him an Universalist. We must regard his 
conversion as a triumph of principle. 

The Inquiry which Mr. Balfour has published 
consists of two chapters, divided into a number of 
sections. In the first section of the first chapter all 
those passages of seripture are considered, in which 
the Hebrew word Sheol occurs, which is rendered, 
in the common version, pit, grave, and hell. It is 
here distinctly shown, by a variety of clear and 
striking arguments, that Sheol had no reference to a 
place of punishment in a future state. We should 
be happy to quote many of these arguments in this 
place, but we hope the readers of the Magazine will 
all avail themselves of the privilege of reading the 
work. In this part of his inquiry, he says, “ another 
fact, equally certain is, that not only are the words 
eternal, everlasting, or for ever, omitted in speaking 
of Sheol, or hell, but this place is not spoken about 
as a place of misery, at all. Whether Sheol is trans- 
lated pit, grave, or hell, in not one of the passages, 
is it described as a place of misery or punishment 
for the wicked, or for any one else. Before there 
need be any dispute, whether the punishment in this 
place is to be of eternal duration, we have got first 
to prove, that tt as a place of punishment.” 





The next section of this chapter is devoted to the 
consideration of all the passages o i 
which the Greek word Hades aan = 
angwers to the Hebrew Sheol. In translating Sheol 
the LXX have almost invariably used Hod. 
Hades occurs just eleven times in the New Tes, 
inent, and is rendered, in the common version, neal 
grave, and ten times hell. Mr. Balfour conteng, 
that this word originally had no reference to , 
place of future torment. The account of the rich 
man in Luke xvi, 23, he contends is a parabo| 
representation. He admits that our Lord mich; 
here allude to what he calls the heathen notion oj 
punishment after death, but not to recognise thjs 
notion as truth, any more than he recognised t) 
god mammon, whenjfhe said, “ Ye cannot serve God 
and mammon;” or Paul the doctrine of witcheras. 
when he said, “O foolish Galatians, who hath be. 
witched you:” or any more than we, when we say. 
such an one has got St. Anthony’s fire, another 8; 
Vitu’s dance, recognise the influence of these saint: 
in producing these disorders. He contends that the 
Jews got their notion of future punishment from 
the heathen, in proof of which he adduces a |umi- 
nous quotation fiom Dr. Campbell, in the third see. 
tion of this chapter. After considering all the pas. 
sages in which Hades occurs, Mr. B. says, “ Thes 
are all the passages in which the New Testanen 
writers use the word Hades, and which is onc: 
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translated grave, and ten times hell in the commo 
version. Wethink all must admit that it is nev 
used to express a place of endless misery: and 
some evidence has been given that it is never used 
to express a place of punishment of any kind.” 
(Concluded in our net.) 
—— i. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL NERALD. 

Sir—I should be much pleased if you would ex 
press your opinion in the Gospel Herald, relative t 
the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper: 
I mean, whether you consider the Scriptures as au 
thorizing the observance of them since the apostol) 
age. My only motive in making this request is. 
desire to gain information, and to be set right if | 
error. E. P. A. 
REPLY. 

Our opinion can be expressed in few words ; also, 
the evidence we consider as satisfactory. It is evi 
dent that Baplism was observed, and practised upon 
Jewish converts, and, in some few instances, vpon 
Gentile converts, during the time that transpired 
from the advent and preaching of Christ, unto the 
destruction of Jerusalem, and end of the Mosav 
dispensation. But, even then, we find Paul, whe 
was sent to the Gentiles, omitting the use and ob- 
servance of this ordinance, as it is called; ani 
thanking God that he had baptized only two o 
three, &c. Affirming that “ Christ sent him not fe 
haptize, but to preach the Gospel.” (1 Cor. i. 17. 
We consider this conclusive. 

We believe the ordinance called the Lord's sup 
per, to be the Jewish passover ; and binding on all 
Jews and Christians, until Christ came in the glor) 
of his Father, made an end of the dispensation 0 
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- oes and shadows, and introduced the New-Jeru- 
salem, or gospel of the kingdom. (See Matt. x. 23 ; 
xvi. 27, 28. Luke xxi.) The passover, which was 
instituted in Egypt, was typical of Christ. The ob- 
wervance of this showed forth his death, until he 








ame, when the Mosaic dispensation, and all its 
type s,(and the passover was one of them,) were 
ibolished. 

Would to Heaven that Christians were anxiously 
wlicitous to show forth their Lord’s life, by imi- 
tating his forbearance, love, and mercy. By doing 
cood, feeding the hungry, and clothing the naked. 
tis to be feared, that the observance of ceremonies 
has a direct tendency to lessen the desire of the 
performance of more solid and beneficial duties. 
The command is often repeated, to administer to 
the necessitous; to love even our enemies. The 
command is not equivocal. It is attended with 
more erpense, and less show and parade, than the 
outward ordinance of the passover ; and is in con- 
sequent disrepute. If Christians would omit forms 
and parade, and instead of pampering their own 
pride, and the pride of self-styled Reverend clergy- 
men, were to imitate the apostles of Christ, and on 
the first day of the week inquire into the wants of 
their poor brethren, and administer to their necessi- 
ties, they would then be in reality what, it is to be 
feared, many now are only by profession. 

But we judge no man. “ Let every man be per- 
suaded in his own mind.” We shall think and be- 
lieve for ourselves ; and, we trust, always have chari- 
ty that we may extend the same privilege to others. 

—_> — 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Sir—I find I have been mistaken, and consider 
myself under obligations to vou, not only for the 
trouble [ have put you to, but, for convincing me 
that 1 wasso. ‘There are, however, other passages 
in the Bible, that appear to me contradictory, which 

whea I shall peruse them carefully, and if they 
still appear contradictory) I will trouble you for an 
explanation of. That a belief in the truth of any 
book is necessary to a proper understanding of it, I 
am not, at present, willing to concede. If the 
Bible is in fact, a revelation froin God to man, it is 
not my wish to believe it contradictory. If it is 
harmonious, all I want is to find it so. 

I do not wish to put yon to the trouble of insert- 
ing this in the Herald, but if you deem it necessary, 
I have no objections. Yours, respectfully, L. 

-Vew- York, March 9, 1824. 

-Vote—We insert the above as an act of justice; 
conceiving that next to the honour of being infalli- 
ble, (which no man can claim,) is that of a candid 
acknowledgment of having been mistaken. Man’s 
pre-eminence over his fellow, in wisdom and know- 
ledge, is never sufficient to authorize him to glory. 
So long as there is any thing to learn, the wisest 
man is ignorant. All are in pursuit of truth; and 
the wise man will accept of truth only. It will 
be characteristic of the greatest folly, to accept of 
error in the stead of truth, and to keep the error, 
and value it not according to its worth, but to the 
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From the Evangelical Intelligencer. 
MAHOMETAN CREED. 
I believe in the books which have been delivered 
to the prophets. In this manner was the Koran de- 
livered to Mahomet, the Pentateuch to Moses, the 
Psalter to David, and the Gospel to Jesus. I believe 
in the prophets, and the miracles which they per- 
formed. Adam was the first prophet, and Mahomet 
the last. I believe that for the space of fifty thou- 
sand years, the righteous shall repose ander the 
shade of the terestial paradise, and the wicked 
shall be exposed to the burning rays of the sun. 1 
believe in the bridge Sirat, which passes over the 
bottomless pit of Hell; it is as fine as a hair, and 
sharp as a sabre. All must pass over it, and the 
wicked sha!l be thrown off. I believe in the water 
pools of Paradise. Each of the prophets has in 
Paradise, a bason for his own use; the water is 
whiter than milk, and sweeter than honey. On the 
ridges of the pools are vessels to drink out of, and 
they are bordered with stars. I believe in Heaven 
and Hell; the inhabitants of the former know no 
want, and the Houris who attend them are never 
afflicted with sickness. The floor of Paradise is 
musk, the stones are silver, and the cement gold. 
The damned are, on the contrary, tormented with 
fire, and by voracious, and poisonous animals. 
=i 
Selected. 
THE OFFSPRING OF MERCY. 

When the Almighty was about to create man, he 
summoned before him the angels of his attributes, 
the watchers of hisdominion. They stood in coay- 
cil around his hidden throne. 

* Create him not,” said the angel of Justice ; “ he 
will not be equitable to his brethren, he will oppress 
the weaker.” 

* Create him not,” said the angel of Peace ; “ he 
will manure the earth with human blood ; the first- 
born of his race will be the slayer of his brother.” 

*“ Create him not,” said the angel of Truth; “he 
will defile thy sanctuary with falsehood, although 
thou shouldest stamp on his countenance thine imn- 
age, the seal of confidence.” 

So spake the angels of the attributes of Jehovah ; 
when Mercy, the youngest and dearest child of the 
Eternal, arose, and clasping his knees, “ Create him, 
Father,” said she, * in thy likeness, the darling of 
thy loving-kindness. When all thy messengers 
forsake him, I will seek and support him, and turn 
his faults to d. Because he is weak, I willincline 
his bowels iene and his soul to atonement. 
When he departs from peace, from truth, from jus- 
tice, the consequences of his wanderings shall deter 
him trom repeating them, and shall gently lead him 
to amendment.” 

The Father of all gave ear, and created man, a 
weak, faltering being ; but in his faults the pupil of 
Mercy, the son of ever-active and meliorating 
Love. 

Remember thine origin, O man! when thou art 
hard and unkind towards thy brother. Mercy alone 
willed thee to be: Love and Pity suckied thee 2 





trouble it has caused us. ED. 


their bosoms, 
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BILL OF MORTALITY. 
The number of deaths in this city, the past year, 
were 3,444. Of this number, 1962 were Males, 
and 1482 Females. Adult Males, 1007. Adult 
Females, 734. Children, of both sexes, 1703. 
Therefore, the deaths in this city, the past year, 
were, Wanting a fraction, one half of the whole 
number, children ; most of them in very infancy. 
Christians of every sect, cruel Calvinists excepted, 
will charitably allow these infants a place in 
Heaven. 
The number of coloured persons who died the 
past year, and are included in the above estimate, 
were 432, being about one eighth of the entire 
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deaths in the city. 

Of diseases, Consumption stands foremost, and 
claims the first rank in the work of death. No less 
than 683 fell victims to this exterminating foe, in 
this city, during the year 1823. 

Measles proved the past year, a fatal disease 
among children. One hundred and seventeen fell 
victims to this complaint; and only one the year 
preceding. 

The deaths the past year, average the weekly 
number of sirty-siz. Taking the number of deaths 
the past year as a criterion, and the population of 
the city 127,108, it will allow 37 years toa gene- 
ration. 

Among the unnecessary deaths, were forty-three 
of intemperance ; which cannot be classed with any 
disease that fiesh is heir to. It is a new-fashioned, 


) 


and artificial way of “ shuffling off this mortal 


coil.” 

"Phe number of deaths in Philadelphia, the past 
year, were 4,600; an excess over this city, of 1156. 
New-York is more populous than Philadelphia, and 
evidently more healthy. 

—g>—— 
THE ATONEMENT. 

Professor Murdock, of Andover Theologica] Sem- 
inary, ina discourse on the Atonement, recently 
published, rejects the doctrine of Christ’s vicarious 
satis(action, or that he became our sponsor and suf- 
fered in our stead: and affirms that the bloody sa- 
crifice of the Mediator was not what the law of God 
demanded, or could accept as a legal satisfaction 
for our sins—that it did not cover over or conceal 
the sins of the transgressor, nor cancel any claims 
of the law on him—that, after the atonement was 
made, God was under no legal obligation to exempt 
any man from punishment, and if he pardoffs at all, 

Hampshire Gazette. 
—>—- 
TAKE THE SCALP. 

“ A gentleman from Cornwall informed and as- 
suresus as truth, that when the Cherokee, lately 
married at that place, was asked what he thought of 
some strong and pointed remarks made by a man, 
against his marrying a white girl, replied, ‘ If I cal- 
led myself a savage, I would go hundreds of miles to 
Take THe SCALP of that man.’ Enough of civili- 
zation to know, that without that ‘if,’ he would have 
been arrested fora threat—enough of the savage 
left, to have his first thoughts turn instantly to a 


it is mere grace. 





scalp. The sweet and only revenge of a scalp, is 
thought of, and that for only expressing indignation 
at his marrying a white girl.” Amer. Eagle. 
pe 
ANECDOTE. 

In a conversation on the subject of “ the commoy 
salvation,” a limitarian was overpowered by the ay. 
guments of his antagonist, and fled to the last anj 
fashionable resort. ‘ Your doctrine,” said he, « \, 
very good to live by, but it will not do to die by.” 
“ Very well,” replied his opponent, “ I will they 
use my doctrine while I live, and embrace one syjy. 
able to my state afterwards. Yours is good fo; 
nothing to live by, but, as you say, good to die by 
It will be sound policy, in my opinion, for both of 
us to follow my doctrine while we live, and not tp 
meddle with yours till we come to die. 

REMARKS. 

It appears to me to be sound policy indeed. The 
doctrine of endless torment is in every respect wp- 
tenable in the ordinary intercourse of social life. |; 
is not at all suitable to the relations and duties o; 
the present state. Unlike almanacs which are fitted 
to one latitude, but will serve without any material 
variation for others, this monstrous sentiment, to be 
suitable to social man, must undergo an infinite ya- 
riation. And for one, Iam determined to cherish a 
more congenial doctrine, till, unfortunately, as ortho- 
doxy would term it, I arrive in those frosty regions 
of misanthrophy, in which this scorching tenet wii 
be convenient and comfortable. Chris. Intel. 

—>— 
IF. 

It appears there is only an ifin the way, or the 
Indian Missionary would go to the old trade of 
scalping. So said a Doctor of Divinity in this cit 
“ If L was not a clergyman, I would kick you out 0! 
my house.” There is a savour of the Old man o! 
sin discoverable in these gentlemen. 

— 
PUBLIC DISCUSSION. 
SUBJECT. 
“ What think ye of Christ ?—Matt. xxii. 42. 

The “ Society tor the Investigation and Estab- 
lishment of Gospel Truth,” will meet at Tolerton’s 
Academy, 63 Chrystie-street, on Turspay Even- 
ing next, at seven o'clock. 

—j>— 


[> We are requested to say, that our Br. King wil 
reach in Morristown, (N.J.) a week from to-morrow, 
March 21st. 

—=—— 
BALFOUR’S INQUIRY. 

We have last week received a number of copies of “ An 
Inquiry into the Scripture import of the words SHEOL, 
HAD 2S, TARTARUS, and GEHENNA, all translated 
HELL, in the common English Version. By Walter Bal- 
four, Charlestown,” (Mass.) There are a few copies extra, 
after Subscribers are supplied, which can be purchased 4 
this oflice. Also, For Sale—* Ballou’s Eleven Sermons 

—>_- 

(F Distant Subscribers who are in arrears for the Gos- 
pel Herald, are informed, that they can forward the sums 
due, per mail, directed to James Hall, Treasurer, No. 44 
Pear!-street, New-York, without paying the postage. No 
objection can now remain to this mode of conveyance, 00 
account of the expense. 
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